[Hypersensitivity to chromium, cobalt and nickel in construction workers and the evaluation of the effect of soaps with "acid" action on pH regeneration time on the skin surface].
Dermal examinations, including functional tests, were carried out in 628 housing factory workers. Patch tests with chromium, cobalt and nickel were performed. Allergy ranged within 3--16%, varying with the workstations of the test workers. In view of chemical stimuli of strong basic effects in the construction industry environment, studies aimed at evaluating an impact of acid soaps upon the pH regeneration time on the skin surface were undertaken. Unlike alkaline soaps, acid soaps decrease skin surface pH, the pH recovery time being much shorter on their use.